
Anyway, enough of my ranting – for now!  As I 

said leaders are a common problem, but those 

we do have we couldn’t do without. Louise and 

her helpers Sarah and Helen do a fantastic job 

with the Beavers, now numbering twenty.  Chris 

works very hard with the Cubs, helped by John 

and Steve. The Scouts are well supported, but 

they need to be with the types of activities they 

complete, and Dave, James B, James M, Matt 

and Tracey do a brilliant job. As always many 

thanks to everyone for all their hard work and 

time they give to the young people.  Also many 

thanks to Liz, our new publicity officer.  Liz was a 

Cub leader in the group for a number of years 

until she felt it was time to move on, but was 

happy to stay on as a leader. She has kindly 

taken on publicity, including the publication of 

this newsletter.  She is also a reserve leader, to 

stand in if leaders are ill, as I do myself. 

We also now have two young leaders in the 

group.  Agnes Bacon came to help with the Cubs 

as part of her Duke of Edinburgh award, and has 

remained with us and taken on the role as 

Young Leader with Cubs. Catriona has helped 

with the Beavers for some time as part of her 

community work for Scouts and having moved to 

Explorers has now offered to become a Young 

Leader.  We are very grateful for the 

commitment these young people offer, especially 

with all the school work they have to cope with! 

Sue Gibbon 
Group Scout Leader 

Happy New Year! 
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Happy New Year to all our friends, members and 

supporters. Everyone at 1st Fernhurst Scout 

Group would like to wish you all the best for 2010. 

As you will see in this Newsletter, Fernhurst Scout 

Group is as popular as ever. We have more young 

people than we can accommodate on our “List of 

Interest” - something we used to call our Waiting 

List!  Several people have asked why we don’t  

open a new Beaver colony, which would be 

brilliant, but those Beavers will get older and need 

to move on to Cubs, and then on to Scouts, which 

means not only do we need to have more Beaver 

leaders, but in time we will need more leaders in 

all sections.  Therefore the group could only 

consider opening a new section if we were sure 

we would have enough leaders to accommodate 

all the children as they move through the sections. 

In other words, more leaders are needed!! 

We are always appealing for leaders and other 

adult helpers, a common problem in all Scout 

Groups and other youth organisations, but the 

truth is there would not be a Fernhurst Scout 

Group without adult support.  It is a commitment, I 

do not deny this, but it is a very fulfilling activity, 

and the young people benefit so much from it.  

The commitment though can be varied to fit in with 

individuals – if you are only able to offer help twice 

a month, that will do. We would rather have you 

twice a month than not at all and maybe another 

parent could offer the other weeks, in other words 

a job share.  The main qualities we are looking for 

are enthusiasm and reliability. 



During the year Louise Buchanan has returned 

to the Beaver Colony, after a year’s break, and 

has immediately set to with an exciting 

programme for the Beaver Scouts.  We also 

welcome Tom and Helen Marston to the Group’s 

adult supporter’s team. Helen has kindly 

volunteered to be a regular helper with the 

Beavers, and Tom the Group’s Quartermaster, 

looking after our equipment.  Tracey Edwards, 

who has been a helper with the Scout section, 

decided in 2009 to take it a step further and has 

now become an Assistant Scout Leader.  

I would like to thank all these people, and all the 

other adults that support us in their various roles, 

whether as leaders or executive committee 

members, for all the time and energy they give to 

the Scout Group. 

New Faces for 2010 
Heather Bicknell, Parish Councillor and mother 

of James Bicknell (Assistant Scout Leader), has 

kindly volunteered to be the Group Chairman.  

She has had connections with the Scout Group 

for many years; before James became a leader 

he was one of the last Scouts in Fernhurst 

before the section folded.  James was the driving 

force in the reformation of the Scout section in 

2003. 

We also have another addition to the group 

executive as Sarah Waller has volunteered to be 

the Beaver section representative.  Sarah has 

two sons, James who is a Cub and Alex who is 

shortly due to start Beavers. 

And finally, although the New Year is only one 

month old, we have three new Beavers, one new 

Cub and two new Scouts joining the group in 

addition to various members moving to Cubs 

and Scouts. 

Review of Activities in 2009 
The last twelve months have been exciting and 

active for 1st Fernhurst Scout Group, with many 

varied activities happening for all age groups.  

The highlight of the year for the Scout section was 

their expedition to Switzerland with Surrey County 

Scouts. Seven young people and four leaders 

joined forces with over 250 Scouts from all over 

Surrey and enjoy a very active week.  On their 

return they prepared presentations for the other 

sections and even hosted a Swiss evening for the 

rest of the Troop.  If anyone else would like to see 

the presentation, please let us know. 

The Beavers enjoyed a 

fantastic activity day in 

June.  Every three years 

Surrey Scouts organise 

an extravaganza known 

as BAZZAZ.  In 2009 

over 1750 Beavers from 

the county descended 

on Cranleigh 

showground and 

enjoyed a variety of 

activities including 

 climbing, quad bikes, circus skills and woggle 

making.  Many thanks to all the adults who 

accompanied them – they seemed to love every 

minute too! 

In May the Scouts and Cubs held a joint camp at 

Broadstone Warren near East Grinstead, with 

brilliant weather and lots to do. 

All these above activities are in addition to the 

weekly programmes that the sections have been 

working on with many badges being achieved.  

As a group we have also taken part in various 

competitions with other groups in Haslemere 

District in 2009 the Scouts won the Haslemere 

District Scouts Muir trophy. 

New Faces in 2009 
Twelve young people have joined the group in 

2009 and we have had two Scouts move on to 

Explorer Scouts in Camelsdale - we wish them all 

the best with their new section. Catriona Gibbon 

and Emily Collins-Wingate have also achieved the 

highest award in Scouts - the Gold Chief Scouts 

Award, so well done to them. 

 

 
 

World Scout Jamboree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily will be taking part in several camps and 

activities over the next 18 months on preparation 

for this, and we wish all the best in all that this 

involves. 

Many congratulations to 

Emily Collins-Wingate who 

has been chosen by 

Haslemere District to take 

part in the next World 

Scout Jamboree in 2011 in 

Sweden. 



Get Well Soon 
Heather Bicknell’s husband has had a heart 

attack recently and we wish Bick a speedy 

recovery and our thoughts are with both him, 

Heather, James and Emma. 

Also James McLelland (Assistant Scout Leader) 

was been involved in a car accident on his way to 

a Leaders Activity Day, James is now back home 

nursing his injuries and we wish him all the best. 

Section Reports 
 
 

We finished the Autumn term with a riotous Snow 

Party - with games of “create a snow man using 

your imagination and two toilet rolls” and a mass 

mock snow ball fight (obviously good preparation 

for the real snow). All the Beavers made 

Christmas crackers to take home - complete with 

Christmas promises of being helpful and Beaver 

themed Christmas jokes – we hope you enjoyed 

them! 

 

 

We welcome four new Beavers this term and 

hope that they, along with the other Beavers, 

enjoy sampling FairTrade food from around the 

world, as well as some homemade “tin can 

cookery” pancakes, just before Shrove Tuesday –

they are always very popular!  This term we are 

also going to spend a session at the Fernhurst 

Centre carrying out work towards their IT badges.  

I would particularly like to thank Catriona Gibbon, 

Helen Marston, Sarah Poland and Sally Keohane 

for their fantastic support. 
Louise Buchanan 

 
  
 
 

The Cub numbers are still high, we started last 

term with 25 young members. It was a busy and 

varied term with our main theme being “Faith”. 

We have been very lucky to have the new vicar, 

Tony Rockey and Derek and Jayne Holbird as 

guest speakers on faith. The Cubs have worked 

hard in getting their Fitness Challenge Badge and 

all those who took part in the two sessions have  

 

successfully gained it.  Our Sixers and Seconders 

took part in the District Muir Trophy competition, 

with one of our two teams coming third; a 

fantastic effort by all, especially parents Nancy 

Skelley and James Bacon who braved the 

elements to run the Group’s First Aid base.  

We had a very interesting talk from the Scout 

Leader, Dave Gibbon, about the Scouts’ 

expedition in the summer to Kandersteg in 

Switzerland. Hopefully this whetted the appetite 

for all prospective Scouts!  

Towards the end of term we visited Haslemere 

Fire Station. It was one of the only dry evenings 

that week but all the Cubs managed to get wet!  

All the Cubs picked up badges at the end of the 

term. One, through a lot of work in his own time, 

received 13; well done to all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will close with a contribution from Felix, who is 

going to be our Senior Sixer next term:  

“At Cubs, one of the highlights of the term so far 

has been the Muir Trophy. We had two teams of 

four Cubs each and had to navigate our way to a 

series of challenges at bases in the countryside 

around Chiddingfold. I enjoyed the catapult 

building base best, although the first aid base run 

by my father and Mrs Skelley was fun.  

Another great meeting was when we went on a 

night hike at Woolbeding Common. Baloo 

encouraged us not to use torches and it was 

amazing how well our eyes adjusted to the dark.  

We have great leaders who organize fantastic 

meetings – thank you.” 

This last sentiment is a one that I echo: I could 

not do it without all the help and support that I get 

from my fellow leaders and helpers; THANK 

YOU.  It is fun and I would encourage everyone 

to have a try, even if only for one or two evenings 

a term. 
Christopher Lloyd 

Also last term our activities ranged 

from an evening of yoga to a mass 

apple tasting night. 



 

The highlight of the Autumn term was Emily and 

Catriona gaining their Chief Scout Gold Awards. 

They are the first Scouts to achieve this since the 

Troop was restarted - well done to them!  We 

also had a clutch of challenge badges gained by 

the Scouts who went on the expedition to 

Switzerland. The badges were all presented 

during a Swiss evening where we showed our  

photos to the rest of the troop and invited guests 

and sampled some Swiss fondue. Frank 

Kitchener, our District Commissioner, presented 

the Gold awards to the girls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another highlight was Emily being selected to 

represent the District at the 2011 World Scout 

Jamboree in Sweden.  We also lost Nick, Anna 

and Catriona during the term as they are all too 

old (past it at 14!). Anna and Catriona are now 

going to Explorer Scouts at Camelsdale. 

In November we attended the Remembrance Day 

service at St Margaret's Church.  During this 

Matthew played Reveille and the last post on his 

trumpet at the war memorial. We also did 

pioneering, ropework, global challenge research 

and finished off with LaserQuest jointly with the 

Cubs.  

The start of Spring term was delayed by the 

snow, but we have now got into the swing of 

things. Activities planned include cooking, fire-

lighting, climbing skills (prusiking) with a trip out 

to a climbing wall.   
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Diary Dates 
Saturday 30 January District Social for leaders, helpers and committee members, Haslemere 
20-21 March Sixers Camp (Cubs), Garners Field, Tilford 
Sunday 25 April  St George’s Day Parade, Chiddingfold 
Sunday 16 May  Fernhurst Revels – BBQ & Coconut shy 
29-31 May Scout Camp (To be confirmed) 
Saturday 19 June SCRAM (Cubs), Cranleigh Showground 
 

We have started planning our May camp. The 

venue is still to be confirmed, but we aim to be 

away for the last weekend in May, provisionally 

29th to 31st. More details to follow! 
Dave Gibbon 

Secondhand Sale 
We have a number of items of secondhand 

uniform which we are selling in aid of Group 

funds.  If you are interested in anything, please 

contact Sue Gibbon (01428 645979 

sueanddave_gibbon@talktalk.net) 

Uniform 
Beaver Sweatshirt 28” 
Beaver Sweatshirt 32” 
Cub Sweatshirt 32" 
Scout Shirt Extra Small 
Scout Shirt Small 
Scout Belt Medium/Large 
Scout Belt Medium 
Navy Group T-shirt  Age 7-8, but slightly 

shrunk so more like 5-6!! 
Navy Group T-shirt  Extra Small (35-36”) 
Activity Trousers Age 4 
Activity Trousers Age 5-6 
Activity Trousers Age 9-10 (brand new) 
Activity Trousers Age 11-12 (brand new) 
Activity Trousers 28" 
Activity Trousers 30” 

We also have a few of the old black group T-
shirts in ages 7-8, 9-10 and large plus some 
items of adult uniform for leaders and regular 
helpers. 

Gear 
Girls Goretex walking boots  Size 30 
Black zipped lightweight waterproof  Age 9-10 
Black pullover lightweight waterproof Age 11-12 
Waterproof trousers Age 9-10 
Waterproof trousers Age 12 

All uniform items £5 each, navy group T-shirts 
£3, other items negotiable 

We are always happy to accept donations eg 
uniform, camping gear. 

Scouts On Line 
Don’t forget to check out our website 

www.fernhurst.net/scouts - lots of new pictures of 

our activities in 2009 have been added. 


