Don’t Forget!

We're still collecting Tesco
and Sainsbury’s vouchers
to enable us to buy much
needed equipment and
games for the group. Even
if you child’s school is
collecting, please try to
spare a few for us! Last
year we managed to buy 5
tents with the Sainsbury’s
vouchers so they really do
help.

Sainshurys

There is still time to sign up
for this year’s LIDBA cycle
ride on 7" June.

Choose between the 25
miler (over 10’s) or the
Junior ride on Bohunt's

playing fields. For more
details please contact Anna
Francis by email to
lawsonathome@btconnect.
com
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St George’s Celebration

St George’s Day this year will be one that will be
remembered for many years to come by two of our
leaders; Sue and Dave Gibbon.

For some weeks it has been a secret that Sue and
Dave could only share between themselves. Now
we are delighted to announce that these two
leaders and great strengths in the group have
been awarded the Silver Acorn in recognition of
especially distinguished service.

The Silver Acorn was first introduced as a St
George’s Day Award in 1933. Post holders
generally have at least 20 years service and many
will be amazed to hear that Dave and Sue have
over 50 years service between them!

They travelled to Windsor to take part in the
ceremony at St George’s Chapel; a ceremony that
is only open to award winners, their guests and
Queen’s Scout award recipients.

Sue and Dave will be officially presented with their
Silver Acorns (which are only worn at special
events) at the District AGM on 10" July at
Haslemere Museum and wear a badge on their
uniforms.

Chief Scout Peter Duncan said of their
achievement: “Congratulations to everyone who
received an award for your service, your
inspirational actions or just being part of the
family.”

Details of their award and all the other recipients
this year are printed in Scouting magazine and
Judith Turner has written an article for the
Midhurst & Petworth Observer about the Gibbon’s
achievements.
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Whilst Sue and Dave were enjoying the pomp
and ceremony in Windsor, our Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts were making the most of the lovely
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Following the parade a service was conducted
by our District Chaplain; The Reverend Marie
Attwood.

Well done to all the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Leaders who turned out to this very important
date in the Scouting calendar.

New Chief Scout Announced

At 00.01 on Monday 18th May Bear Grylls was
announced as the new Chief Scout. The famous
adventurer takes over when current Chief Scout,
former Blue Peter presenter Peter Duncan,
completes his five year tenure in July.

When asked why he chose to volunteer for the
UK’s largest mixed youth movement, Bear said:
‘In short, because | love adventure and | love
hanging out with good friends. For me this is
what Scouting is about.’

Bear will be the youngest ever Chief Scout
having first become involved in Scouting aged
eight as a Cub. He attributes this time as part of
the inspiration behind his adult adventures
presenting TV shows such as Born Survivor: ‘So
much of who we are as an adult is formed when
we are kids,” said Bear. ‘What Scouting says to
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young people is: “it's okay to go for it in life”.



Message from our Group Scout Leader
Dear Parents,

Recently we have asked quite a bit of our young people and parents with regards to giving up
time outside the usual meetings. It has been great to see the response to this, from all sections,
and shows what a keen group we are and | think a real community - many thanks for that. The
idea of our AGM this year is to build on this, as it is a chance for parents from all sections to meet,
and for the young people to play together.

Can | just remind parents about badges? It has been noted by the leaders that although the
children work towards badges (either the round activity badges, worn on the left sleeve, or the
diamond shaped challenge badges worn on the right-hand side of the chest which are usually
earned through their sectional programme), once they are presented they are not always sewn on
to uniforms. Please encourage your child to pass the badges they have earned to you for sewing
on or for the older members to sew them on themselves. These badges give the children a real
sense of achievement, particularly when they meet members from other group and have an armful
of badges on display. If badges are lost please note we will charge for replacements, at 50p a
badge!!

There are also one or two badges that are still being worn on uniforms that are out of date.
Our super Centenary badge was only to be worn during our Centenary year, so please remove
them, and also any other badge that is dated with a year other than this one. Attached to this
newsletter is a diagram showing badge positions and detailing which badges should move from
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section to section.

If you are unsure as to what to do with badges after you've taken them off the uniform, a fun
thing to do is to have a blanket that can be taken camping, with the badges sewn on, plus
neckerchiefs from special camps, etc. | have one which also has badges from places and events |
went to as a child, and it can be a great thing to look back on (although it does mean sewing on
more badges!!)

Sue Gibbon, Group Scout Leader

2009 Group Camp

Next weekend we will be heading off for our group camp at Broadstone Warren near East

Grinstead. If you have not paid the camp fees, please do so as soon as possible.

The site at Broadstone Warren is a dedicated Scout Campsite consisting of almost 400 acres of
mixed woodland. The youngsters camp in clearings in the woodland and activities take place
throughout the site. In recent years the site warden has been working hard to upgrade the whole

area and we expect to see many changes from when we last visited in 2006.

The Scouts and Cubs are camping separately, but next to each other, so we have central catering,
and two of our mums have kindly volunteered to lead this, thanks Jayne and Sarah!! Three other
mums are doing the shopping, which is a huge task, and much appreciated. Several other parents,
(coincidentally all dads!) have offered to come along to camp and give up their time helping with
activities. We couldn't do the camp without these parents, whether cooking, or with the young
people, or even without the leaders!! Many thanks to all who have volunteered their spare time to
help out at camp. The long range forecast looks pretty good but I'm sure whatever the weather a
good time will be had by all!!




Fernhurst Revels

Despite the inclement weather there was a good
turnout for the Revels, another major event in the
group’s calendar.

Work on the stall started early in the morning with
the Scout leaders constructing a splendid and
wind resistant shelter which kept the servers dry
throughout the afternoon.

The Cubs did an admirable job of dragging off the
dragon, once he’d been slain by St George (aka
Scout Josh McLelland).

The BBQ did a brisk trade in burgers and hot
dogs from the moment it opened at 12 noon until
it started raining at 2.30pm! We raised over £350
which wasn’t bad considering the weather.

And the Scouts did a fine job of running the
Coconut Shy which every year surprises us with
how much it raises — this year it was £58.50.

Thanks must go to all the parents who helped
man the stall. This really is a major fundraiser for
the group and money raised helps pay toward
maintenance of the hut.

Swimming Gala

Another year and another amazing event! The
young people, from all the sections, swam, did
their best, and that is all we expect from them.

It was a lovely evening and the atmosphere, as
always, was exciting. The team spirit was
definitely there for everyone as all the sections
cheered on the different swimmers.

Many thanks to Tom Marston for being our "adult
in the water" and helping out. Also to Emily and
Catriona, two of our Scouts who held the hoops
for the underwater race for the Beavers and
Cubs.

Scout Hut Working Party

What a fantastic day! A great turnout, convivial
atmosphere, and fine weather added together
meant we could really work our way through the
long list of jobs that had been drawn up over the
winter. | am sure you'll all agree that the hut
looks a lot cleaner and clearer for it!

Many, many thanks to ALL those people who
came down to clean, clear, climb, dig, burn, wash
and sort!!  For all the young people who came
down to help, whether for one hour or all day,
their efforts have been notes and count towards a
very valuable part of their challenge badges — so
thank you especially for your time. The parents -
well you just get a very big THANK YOU!

Fernhurst Scout Group AGM

Many of you will remember last year's AGM held
as part of our family camp Centenary
Celebrations. This year our AGM will be held on
Saturday 20™ June. Many thanks to Executive
Committee member Tina Marriner and her family
for agreeing to us using their land at Dawes
Farm, just south of Fernhurst on the A286.

This will be a fun afternoon starting at 5.00pm,
with lots of play equipment, footballs, bats,
rackets, giant ball etc. and then at 6.30pm we will
hold a brief AGM whilst an activity is organised
for the children, and then a BBQ for everyone to
end the evening.

Hopefully as many of you as possible will be able
to join us for this social event — let’s see if we can
break last year’s record attendance!! Please put
the date in your diaries now, we’ll send out more
details nearer the time. We will be asking for
donations towards the food, and we will need to
know numbers before the day for catering
purposes. This is a thank you to everyone who
helps the group, whether as a leader, parent
helper, executive committee member so do come
along.

K9 Team Training
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Our seven Scouts and four leaders who will be
heading for Kandersteg in Switzerland in the
summer were put through their paces last
Sunday when they took part in a training hike
around Fernhurst. The 6-mile route took in
Telegraph Hill where they were rewarded with
superb views across to Butser Hill. The group
walked well together and several members
commented that they were surprised to find paths
so close to Fernhurst that they hadn’t known
existed!
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Focuson...
Sue & Dave Gibbon
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As recipients of the much coveted Silver
Acorn we felt it appropriate to ask Sue and
Dave how they first became involved in
Scouting:

Sue: | first got involved through my Dad who was
a Group Scout Leader in Bedfordshire. My Mum
and Sister were also involved as Appointments
Secretary and as an Akela.

Dave: | started as a Cub — there were no Beavers
in those days (or girls!). | then moved on to
Scouts and Ventures, ending up almost climbing
the Matterhorn before leaving to go to University
in Manchester.

What was your first role?

Sue: | helped out at one of the Cub packs involved
with our church. One of the other helpers there
was a Venture Scout and encouraged me to join
them which | did, having been a Brownie and a
Guide previously.

Dave: In 1987 | because a Venture Scout Leader
in Stevenage, a position | held until moving to
Surrey in 2000.

What other roles have you held?

Sue: Whilst | was at teacher training college |
helped with a local Cub pack near Reading before
becoming an Assistant Scout Leader in Harlow, a
Venture Scout Leader in Sawbridgeworth and
eventually | joined Dave as Assistant Venture
Scout Leader in Stevenage. He was my boss in
those days!

Dave: In Stevenage | was Assistant District
Commissioner for Venture Scouts and Assistant
County Mountaineering Adviser.

What training have you undertaken?

Sue: My first Wood Badge Leader Training Course
included a weekend away in the Black Mountains
of Wales taking part in such activities as Climbing,
which | loved and continued doing, and caving,
which | will never do again!! The course was good
fun, | met lots of likeminded people, and | made
lots of good friends, including Dave, who was to
become my husband!! I've continued my training
since becoming GSL.

Dave: Ditto what Sue said! | then went on to
become an authorised leader of hill walking and
rock climbing.

Where in the world has Scouting taken you?

Sue: My last expedition with Sawbridgeworth
Venture Scouts was to Kandersteg in
Switzerland, and | will return there this summer
with some of our Scouts as part of the K9
expedition.

Dave: Following my experience as a Venture
Scout myself in Switzerland, | have since led
Venture Scouts on expeditions to Switzerland,
Spain, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

What other Scouting appointments have you
held?

Sue: | started training others as a tutor on leader
training courses in Hertfordshire and eventually
progressed to Assistant County Venture Scout
Advisor for Hertfordshire.

Dave: Like Sue | became involved in the County
Venture Scout training team in Hertfordshire, |
was also part of the County team running large
walking and orienteering events

What is your favourite part of Scouting?

Sue: Seeing the young people develop as they
move from the Beaver Section, through Cubs and
Scouts and eventually becoming Explorers.
Whilst I've been acting as Beaver Leader I've
often visited the Cub meetings and have enjoyed
seeing the confidence of the youngsters grow as
they move up to Cubs.

Dave: | enjoy the outdoor activities the best
including climbing, hill-walking and pioneering.
We now have an excellent set of pioneering poles
in the Group which we are able to use for making
shelters like the one at the Revels (you didn’'t see
that blow away in the wind like the gazebos!).

What brought you to your current role in
Fernhurst?

Sue: When we first moved to the area many
people thought this would give us a break from
Scouting but instead we started by opening a
new Venture Scout Unit at Camelsdale. At that
point Tony Roake, the then Fernhurst Group
Scout Leader asked Dave and | to join the
Executive Committee to share our experience of
Scouting. From there | became assistant GSL,
and then took on the role when Tony stood down.
The rest is History!!

Dave: My job brought me to Surrey in 2000 and
led to the subsequent setting up of the Pegasus
Venture Scout Unit in Camelsdale. During our
time there we won the Surrey County Night Hike
competition two years in a row and went on an
expedition to France. In 2003 | became Scout
Leader at 1st Fernhurst. There had been no
Scouts in the village for some years so we started
from scratch but now have 19 Scouts and 5
leaders. | received my Scout Wood Badge in
2008.



